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so a separate anti-submarine station was started at Parkeston Quay near
Harwich, where Sir Reginald Tyrwhitt had bis adventurous fleet of
cruisers, destroyers and submarines.
It was quite important to know what kind of noise a submarine made
under water and what, if any, was its fundamental note or pitch.
Now Sir Richard Paget has a marvellous ear for music and can name
the pitch of a note with precision. So Rutherford and Paget went out
in a boat on the Firth of Forth and listened to a submarine told off
for the purpose. Paget's head was under water, while Rutherford held
him up by the heels. Paget emerged and named the pitch. Rutherford
used to tell this story with gusto, and add: "I'm not so sure now,
whether I shouldn't have let go!"
RUTHERFORD TO HIS MOTHER
18 Aug. 1915. I went down to London for two days to attend the
meetings of the Inventions Board under Lord Fisher. "We have settled
down to work and I am on the committee that deals with submarine
problems. We heard last night of the submarining of a troopship in
the Aegean with the loss of a 1000 lives.
18 Dec. 1915. I am very busy with experimental work for the Admiralty.
I think I told you of my recent visit to Edinburgh where I spent three
days hard at work on a converted 'trawler' trying experiments and I
expect to go up again shortly.
In spite of war activities there was time available for a variety of,
scientific interests as indicated in the following letters:
RUTHERFORD TO BOLTWOOD
14 Sept. 1915. The British Association at Manchester passed off very
well and all the sections were as good if not better than usual. The Physics
section met in my laboratory and we had very good discussions on
isotopes, classification of the stars and thermionics. Weiss of magneton
fame was here and gave an address and Bragg gave a report on crystal
work. You will remember that Schuster was President. A small section
of the Press attacked him with having a German name, but fortunately
there was no disturbance in Manchester___He got news the same day
that his boy was wounded in the Dardanelles___